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AM ENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-3. (Cancelled) 

(Ciirrciitlj amended} The method us claimed n daira 8. which ?ss the compound (?) 
represented by the fonriuia (Hi wherein r is rero to 20; fi-feff<^^-faR-dl-k^ ^ - a j k e ayl - ^odp - ^eviag 




atoms f>r an olkcnU group ha\ -ng 2 to 27 (.arbor atoms. 
5. (Cancelled) 

'< Ai^. h a^r^cej Ap>r it au ^u^or^vsitv.iOM oi^ri<. p 5 i-^\<- ^jeot 
a cove-* i\oro 0 ^ to >0o pi n a^i. i east erx o aw\v> .it^Cai i V^^y.tt 0 'L it 
act \aru„ ,. ^v. it ,s a vO,vvii o o. It ~uu a (TIj 



w aei e.n R rer-i chvxits av &k\ ! or dlkens I group \n >rg 44 ^e-^-J 1 5 to 1 9 ea: K -n atorrs. X 1 presents 
a .<> du-gen ator\ an alksl o± a..\l ifri-up ha wig 1 to V caxhon atoms an a'ketiv! iioup ha\ sr-g 2 to 
30 £ arbon ruoms 0; a counter ion: AO fep*esen5:> a? .e^t one jr.iap selectee trorv o\'>otryVri.\ 
nx>p:npylei i e and oxvk^Vix j^oups arc T*av be iandem i> T bvs-k. and rs lepseserts an a\cragv. 
laenbe: mo^es adds-d i^d 1? /co to 30 

~. (Pie\ious!> presented) The composition at- chimed in elanr* 6. wherein the ^lufactoin is 
selected from a nomVn'e surfactant, an ardour surfaeUiit and an amphoteric surfactant. 

3. iCarrenth amended) '\ method of activating a plant by appiyn^ a piaot-aeu\atmg 
compel Hon to the plant, said pjam-actt\ating composition is capable n-" promoting growth of the 
plant by itself and comprises a piaia actuating agent in eoiVvttfraUon of 0 01 to ^Ou ppm and at 
lei^t one oi a surfactant and a chelating agent, said plant activating a^eut 1? a compound us formula 

(in. 




4_3.^3I •ettfte** e^Rtsf X 1 ren.esc:ns a h>dK>geit atom, an alkyi or uoyl group havmg 1 to 22 carbon 



RCOO(AO) ?1 X s 



(II) 



RCOO{AO) a X 5 



(II) 



2 



wheretn R represents an alkjl or alken>i group havirg H-*o 2$ 1 5 k> 1° carbon ratorrw X ! represims 
a h vdrogers atom, an alk> 1 or aey ! group doa ing 1 to 30 earlvri ^oiu * or an aikenyj group havir.£ 2 to 
*0 carbon atous-. or a counter ion, AO reprtscnfo at least one group selected from < xvctkviersc, 
oxypivp>leue one o\\hsityleiic groups arsd may be random or block: and n represent an average 
number of moles ridded and ^ero to 30. 

9, (Cancelled) 

10 (PrmousK Presented) A plant-activating eon^vsitiou eoinpiisiisg a plan ketivanng 
agent and a flrt:ii/er component, said plant -actuating agent a compound A tonrula ? U 5, 

RCOO{AO) n X ! (If) 
wherein R represents an alkyl o? aikenyl gi*oup basing 1 to 29 carbon atoms; X represents a 
hydrogen atom, an ask> I or ac> 1 group \ux\ sng 1 to ^0 carbon atoms or art aikeny 1 group having 2 to 
\i carbon atonis: AO represents at least *.oe gr< op selected from oxyefh\lene, osypropyienc <md 
o.wbutvleno groups and nia> be random or block: n represents an average number of moles added 
and s zero to 30; and wherein die plant-aethating agent is in an aqueous solution or aqueous 
dispersion and is in a concentration of 0.0] to 500 ppm. 

11. * Cancelled) 

i ?. {Currently amesukd) I he composition as claimed m dsnm n or 35 , wherein the piaot- 
aarvatrng agc-nt is in an aqueous .solution or aqueous dispersion and vnh the proviso mat w lieu the 
chelating agent is j. salt of FD'l A, the salt 13 a .sodium salt. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14 ^ virrer K sendee, I he oo*y*>sjt,on as ok mef in i fcmi o oi Is >v >e 1 it eCuanv 
. ger\ J- \ ,m m,e so *.o f x Lckv iv g'Oap cors oi lk^l acid gu\ r ». { vo, r'\ a d 
leptvVv^ c e\~ i k\1 irilonu auu, 1 c*g ^tai*. a^f ■vul^osc ^ u tu^ra \ red r a^ev 
^ar^d p,^ ^» ^Ium.c t t ic roAuiihovvot a*, d t \ ( assi\ u sp * o' „ v n a ;xo>\ t L 'o,p 

sa/ o' ^ po v ar^o\vI t v «vul ^ ipl.ar^ aivr^ sut o* ^ p^^un^} ^ .Kid 
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etmATVU "I 'KlCf idvOtO It d C \, 



e :» lo i -i» ctj> av J { \ r . ^ ; ar\ 



(( .-toiv «?n \. "dec ~>e c i v-rse s aN ..1 erne 5 ei eLiU ^ i»r ^ w ic c n tu 
v> npus m> i . ompr^es l< to "*0 s >Uv part 'n ^ei'V >: + he ^ facta ^ .sid zejo * » , (> oOO "\ 
we , I .bo <. <\ ng agent pea K o part' b\ su.sbt 1 tie ac*A at, ig ..geru 

I** (Asv.OvbV ?-f*en"..e} T't \nrsui s > .i\ (Alined *r > 5 r i^eicr s< i ' 
na^i'a v opuses I C it 0 K [it «\ v.c.uh >t *i c fen^ h't. cor po ler. ?e ITpirf-^s 
weight or me activating agent. 

1 7. (Previously Presented} The composition as claimed m claim 1 5, wherein the composition 
further comprises 10 to .5.000 parts by weight of other nutrients per 100 parts by weight of the 

activating agent. 

I* iProiouNlv Pi evented* -he e-.-nipo.s;tvn a.\ claimed ,n U\ w.nertir: >dic 

composition fining cunrjnsea I u to \.00 parts h v we:ght of othu antHems per > 00 parts b\ weight 
of the activating agent. 

\ ( K (Currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 8, 27„.or .28. wherein the plant 
activating agent promotes permeation . 

20. (Currently amended} The method as claimed in claim [[8,]j 27 or 2 8. wherein R 
represents an alky! or alkenyi group basing s3 to 29 carbon atoms. 

21. (Currently amended) The composition as claimed in claim [[&.]] 23. wherein R 
represents an alkyl or alkenyi gronp having 1 3 to 29 carbon atoms. 

22. (Previously presented) "Che composition as claimed in claim 10. wherein R represents 
an aikyl or alkenyi group having 13 to 2 t > carbon atoms. 
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23. (Nfc\v) The composition as claimed in claim 6, wherein the surfactant is at least one 
selected from the group consisting of a sorbitan fatty acid ester, poiyoxyalkylene sorbitan tatty 
acid ester, polyoxyalkylcne fatty acid ester, glycerol fatty acid ester, polyoxyalkylcne glycerol 
fatty acid ester, polyglycerol fatty acid ester, polyoxyalkylcne polyglycerol fatty acid ester, 
sucrose fatty acid ester, resin acid ester and poiyoxyalkylene resin acid ester. 

24. (New) 'The method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the surfactant is at least one 
selected from the group consisting of a sorbitan fatty acid ester, poiyoxyalkylene sorbitan fatty 
acid ester, poiyoxyalkylene fatty acid ester, glycerol fatty acid ester, poiyoxyalkylene glycerol 
fatty acid ester, polyglycerol fatty acid ester, poiyoxyalkylene polyglycerol fatty acid ester, 
sucrose fatty acid ester, resin acid ester and poiyoxyalkylene resis acid ester. 

25. (New) A plant-activating composiuon comprising a plant-activating agent in a 
concentration of 0.01 to 500 ppm and at least one of a surfactant, and a chelating agent, said plant- 
activating agent is a compound of formula (II), 

RCOCKACOaX 1 (II) 

wherein R represents an alkyl or alkenyl group having 11 to 29 carbon atoms; X* represents a 
hydrogen atom, an alkyl or acyl group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms, an alkenyl group having 2 to 30 
carbon atoms, or a counter ion; AO represents at least one group selected from oxy ethylene, 
oxypropylene and oxybutyiene groups and may be random or block; and n represents an average 
number of moles added and is zero to 30, wherein the surfactant is at least one selected from, the 
group conslsiing of an ester group -containing nonmnk surfactant, anionic surfactant, cationic 
surfactant and amphoteric surfactant, 

26. (New) The corn position as claimed in claim 25, which is the compound (2) represented 
by the formula (II) wherein n is zero to 20: R represents an alkyl or alkenyl group having 13 to 21 
carbon atoms, X 5 represents a hydrogen atom, an alkyl or acyl group having 1 to 22 carbon atoms or 
an alkenyl group having .'?. to 22 carbon atoms. 
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27. (New) A method of activating a plant by applying a plant- activating composition to the 
plant, said piar.f-activating composition is capable of promoting growth of the plant by itself and 
comprises a plant activating agent in a concentration of 0.0 i to 500 ppm and at least one of a 
surfactant and a chelating agent, said plant-activating agent is a compound of formula (II), 

RCOOCAOnX* (II) 

wherein R represents an alkyl or alkenyl group having 1 1 to 29 carbon atoms; X s represents a 
hydrogen atom, an aikyi or aeyi group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms or an a;keny! group having 2 to 
30 carbon atoms, or a counter ion; AC) represents at least one group selected from oxyethylene, 
oxypropylene and oxybutylene groups and may be random or block; and n represents an average 
number of moles added and is zero to 30, wherein the surfactant is ai least one selected from the 
group consisting of an ester group-containing not-ionic surfactant, anionic surfactant, cationic 
surfactant and amphoteric surfactant. 

28. (Nevv) A method of activating a plant by spraying a plant-activating composition on 
phyiioplanes of the plant, said plant-activating composition is capable of promoting growth of the 
plant by itself and comprises a plant activating agent in a concentration of 0.01 to 500 ppm and at 
least one of a surfactant and a chelating agent said plant-activating agent is a compound of formula 
00> 

RCOGCAO)^ 5 (II) 

wherein R represent .t. alkyl or alkenyl giwp hovirg $ ' to x > carbon atoms, X' r-T»iesent-> a 
-ivd T < N gen alo-r , an al\> 1 or at) 1 group hiv tng 1 to ^ s ^.rbor. atoms o- an aiken^ 1 g* o r m\ :ng .? to 
30 carbon aons. ot l tountet .on. AO rt.pieser>ts <st least one group selected ivm oxvetH !cnc, 
o\\rrop\Iene and oxvbut\iene group;- anc nv.\ be laudoni Mock; ano r "^present* an ast.Ju.ge 
rombv-o* molti" ade'ed and is z^io 30. 

2« (New) The method a<? tlanneo m oiami whcu'ir the surfactant ;s -?deen.-e notr a 
nor omc ^uifact^xn. an anionic nuri-^tant arc an arophoterv Mrfactijnt 
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